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Read: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11 

   Today is always when we hear this gospel, the gospel of the mercy of God, the 

gospel of the woman who is caught in adultery. You know the law said that she 

had to be killed. And Jesus comes and He doesn’t say she should be killed but He 

sets her free. And of course, the woman is all of us right? Because if we get down 

to it every mortal sin deserves what – death. That’s what sin does it kills us. So 

first of all here we gotta acknowledge the real horror of what sin does. That sin 

comes and it kills us. If it doesn’t kill us physically, then it kills us spiritually. 

There’s no way around that. When we mortally sin we die and we have to make 

sure that we deal with those effects of sin, we can’t just dismiss sin and say a sin 

is no big deal. Sin is a very big deal in our life and in the woman’s life – it almost 

killed her. But see when they bring her before Jesus, we got these people who are 

more concerned about the law then about a person. Both are important, correct. 

The law is important. God gave us the law. Jesus who is God, second person of the 

Trinity, wrote the law; He knows all about the law. But the law was to set us free 

from sin not bind us to sin. So when Jesus, who is God, meets her, He sees her 

capacity to be forgiven, He sees her compacity for repentance. Right, so now 

think about this, how many of us here would be here if we had to physically die 

for a mortal sin? I think the church would probably be empty. There’d be nobody 

here. Maybe one and that’s only because they’re under four. But the reality is sin 

kills all of us. And that’s what Jesus is saying to the people when they take this 

woman to Him. Think about how you’d feel that you had to be killed now. Think 

about your sin that you’ve done, your mortal sin, the sin you’ve done that you’re 

most embarrassed by and someone catches you doing it. And then not only do 

they catch you, they bring you up here in front of church, all eyes are on you in 

your embarrassment, she was probably naked just caught in the very act of 

adultery. She’s caught, she knows she has to be killed, put there up in front of 

everybody. And the law says Jesus we must stone her. Now again, they were not 

doing this because they loved the law. They were doing this because they wanted 

to get Jesus, they wanted to trick Him up- that’s what it says. They wanted to test 

Him, to trip Him up at the cost of a woman’s life. That they would condemn her 

and use her all to make Jesus look bad, to corner Him. How can we help people if 

we’re condemning them? They could’ve cared less about her. When we go and 



condemn people it doesn’t help them. So we gotta think why do we condemn? 

What is it for? Is it for the righteousness of God? God is righteous with or without 

us. Or is it for our own judgementals? Do we really care about the person? And 

that’s what we can never lose sight of do we care about the people? Because if 

that was us, we would want somebody to care about us right? If that were you 

there you’d be wanting people to care about you, to give you a second chance, to 

help you, to think that you’re worthy, that you’re not reduced to your worst 

thing. I think any of us if we were reduced to our worst sin and that’s what we’re 

known for. Our greatest weakness and that’s what we’re known by forever and 

Jesus wouldn’t let that happen because He came here to die for us, to set us free 

from that fate. So here’s this woman and Jesus says to the crowd okay you who 

are without sin, you get to throw the first stone at her and of course everybody 

left because everybody knows that we’re all condemned. And so what that should 

do for us is that it should always make us more compassionate to others. Say yes, 

I’m a sinner. Yes, I messed up. Yes I am all these things. But God in His mercy has 

forgiven me. And because He’s forgiven me there’s no room in me to condemn 

other people. Sometimes we have to condemn the way people think, we certainly 

have to condemn sinful actions, but we cannot condemn people, individual 

people, because we don’t want that for ourselves. And so we can never do that to 

somebody else. I remember there was a book where Mother Teresa was quoted 

in, and she said you know the one sin I’ve never had to confess? And everybody is 

like ooh, this will be good, what is that Mother? And she says I’ve never had to 

confess that I’ve judged anybody. I remember seeing that and just putting the 

book down and saying there’s no hope for my salvation because I judge people all 

the time. I’m a great judger. And yet here’s Mother Teresa who can say publicly 

that she never judged anyone. And then they went, and they asked her how can 

you say that you’ve never judged anybody? And you know what she said? She 

says because if I judged them I couldn’t love them. If I judge them, I couldn’t love 

them. Jesus didn’t judge this woman because He was loving. Jesus doesn’t 

condemn us because He loves us. But that doesn’t give us a ticket to go and then 

keep sinning. Because even as we experience this love of God, even as we’re still 

in the midst of our sin when we’re experiencing that, then Jesus looks at us and 

says I don’t condemn you, do you know how much I love you? Do you know how 

much you’re worth to me? Do you know I’m gonna take your sin and I Myself am 

gonna pay for that sin. I’ll do that; you deserve this. But I’ll take that away from 



you. And you know during Holy Week that’s all what we’re watching Jesus do. 

Take our sins and pay the penalty because you know for our whole lives the 

accuser, the devil – the evil one- he’s looking at you and he’s looking at me and 

saying your guilty and you’re gonna die. And Holy Week is Jesus saying you are 

guilty but I’m gonna be the one to die in your place so you can be free. And then 

after this woman experiences this great mercy from Jesus, now He can say to her 

go and sin no more. It’s love that sets us free from sin, right, not condemnation. 

Romans chapter 8 verse 1, we all know our Bibles – that’s a really important one – 

Romans 8 verse 1: there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

There is no condemnation so we can never condemn another. We must condemn 

actions, of course, we’re not talking about saying everything’s okay, of course not, 

but we just gotta stop condemning other people. Making those rash judgements 

that puts them in a box and separates them from us being able to love them. 

Because here’s the thing, they wanted this woman dead today. They wanted her 

dead. Is that not true? You know that’s not made up, they wanted to kill her. The 

law was more important to them than a person and that’s not true. The law was 

given to us for the good of people. So today as we’re taking all this in from Jesus, 

we know that we too need to become these types of people. If Jesus can say 

neither do I condemn you, then we must do the same. We must be people that 

say neither do I condemn you. But then also with Jesus to say sin no more. And 

the way that we say sin no more is that we walk with people. We don’t stand back 

and say sin no more, goodbye forever, you’re on your own. We need to say sin no 

more and then walk with them and love them so that they too can live with us 

forever because in the end that’s what God wants and it’s gotta be what we want, 

people’s salvation not their condemnation.  

Amen 


